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EL.Q.QK. DEBATE

S E N A T O R  HUDKINS: No.

S E N A T O R  CHAMBERS: Is it y o u r  b e l i e f  t hat if th e  bill were
p a s s e d  and the G o v e r n o r  w e r e  to sign it, t h e r e  is n o  c o n n ection 
b e t w e e n  t h e s e  two things, b y  t h e  way, d o  y o u  b e l i e v e  that at the 
time this b ill wo u l d  t ake eff e c t  the e c o n o m y  is g o i n g  to have 
i mproved considerably? A n d  I k n o w  you' r e  n o t  a f o rtune teller, 
bu t  from the w a y  things ar e  going do y o u  t h i n k  b y  next year 
thin g s  are g o i n g  to improve q u i t e  a bit?

S E N A T O R  HUDKINS: Well, we h a v e  he a r d  from b o t h  coasts that
f i n a n c i a l l y  things are b e g i n n i n g  to p i c k  u p  t h e r e  and, y ou know, 
it's kind of a t r i c k l e - d o w n  theory. W e  d i d n ' t  g et as bad 
as... as early as th e  coasts did, so w e  p r o b a b l y  w o n ' t  heal as 
q u i c k l y  as t hey did. Bu t  t h ey're s ta r t i n g  to heal so w e  can 
only hope that it will m o v e  t his wa y  q u i c k i e . . .quickly.

SE NATOR CHAMBERS: D o  y ou  t h i n k  t hat b e c a u s e  N e b r a s k a  is so far
b e h i n d  on m ost  things t hat b y  the time N e b r a s k a  begi n s  to heal 
th e  rest of the state w ill be in f u l l - b l o w n  recession?

SE NATOR HUDKINS: I w o u l d  sure h ope not.

S E N A T O R  CHAMBERS: M e  too. Tha t ' s  all I w ill ask you. T h a n k
you, Sena to r Hudkins. M e m bers of the Legislature, I'm n ot going 
to get too d e e p l y  into this d i s c u s s i o n  because, alt h o u g h  I have 
opinions b o t h  ways, I d o n ' t  see th e  bill as h a v i n g  a chance, 
p r a c t i c a l l y  speaking, of b e i n g  e n acted into law, bu t  I b e l iev e 
it is w h o l e s o m e  to have the d i s c u s s i o n  to get some things into 
th e  record. T h a n k  you, Mr. President.

SP EAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Smith. S e nator Beutler.

S E N A T O R  BEUTLER: S e n ato r Kristensen, m e mbers of the
Legislature, just a q u i c k  p o i n t  ag a i n  on th e  financial 
situation. E v e n  if y ou a c c e p t e d  the commi t t e e  amend m e n t  to put 
the operative d ate to July of 2003, r emember that 2003-2004, 
2004-2005, the n e x t  biennium, is a b i e n n i u m  w h e r e  we ' r e  still in 
trouble. We're still in trouble. E v e n  if w e  t ake the action 
reco m m e n d e d  b y  th e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  and R e v e n u e  Committee, you're


